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Texas Wildlife Department Migratory Bird Report 
Oct. 21,2009 
Weekly migratory bird hunting 

reports are posted from early Sep- 
tember through early February. 

North Zone Dove: The North 
Zone season closes at sunset Oct. 
25, but reopens Dec. 26-Jan. 9, 
2010. Generally, the season has 
been fair at best, but not for lack 
of birds. Rains hampered most 
flight patterns for the past month. 
Hunter participation has been 
down due to the rain and the open- 
ing of white-tailed deer season for 
bowhunters. Best flights occurred 
around the Panhandle in sunflowers 
and milo around Amarillo, Dumas 
and Spearman. Good shoots were 
posted around Lubbock and north 
of Abilene, too. The good news is 
high pressure and blue skies are 
forecasted for the weekend after 

TPWD 
Guidelines 

a cold front blows through the re- 
gion. The cold air should push new 
mourners to Texas. Prospects are 
fair to good. 

Central Zone Dove: An influx of 
birds hit this region of the state last 
week on the heels of the cold front, 
but few hunters noticed due to lack 
of participation. Dove hunting pri- 
orities have shifted to preparations 
for the upcoming deer and water- 
fowl seasons. Strong hunts were 
posted near Hankamer and Winnie 
along the Central and South zone 
borders. Good afternoon shoots 
were had around Uvalde and Hon- 
do, while Del Rio and Waco hunters 
saw steady flights around milo and 
sunflowers. Clear, cool weather is 

forecasted for the weekend, which 
should encourage a steady flight. 
The season closes at sunset Oct. 25, 
but reopens Dec. 26-Jan. 9, 2010. 
Prospects are fair to good. 

South Dove Dove: The South 
Zone finally dried out last week 
with high pressure building after 
the first significant cold front of the 
fall. Hunter success benefitted as 
fields dried and doves headed back 
to feeding fields. An influx of birds 
was noticed across the region, and 
limit shoots were posted across the 
Rio Grande Valley. Port Mansfield, 
Raymondville, Three Rivers and 
George West hunters saw steady 
flights as well. Bay City, El Campo 
and Port Lavaca shoots have been 

best in the afternoon. Heavy rains 
are forecasted this week as the 
remnants of a Pacific hurricane 
moves across Mexico and Texas. 
The season runs through Nov. 3, 
then runs Dec. 26-Jan. 17, 2010. 
Prospects are fair to good. 

Waterfowl Migration: The High 
Plains Mallard Management Unit 
opens Oct. 24-25 and Oct. 30-Jan. 
24, 2010. Panhandle prospects for 
this weekend's opener look promis- 
ing, with wet conditions and plenty 
of playa lakes brimming full of 
water.Along the coast, pintails, teal, 
gadwalls, wigeons and shovelers 
are using prairie ponds. Coastal 
marshes are holding teal, gadwalls, 
shovelers and wigeons. Redheads 

and bluebills are finding their way 
to the shoalgrass shorelines of the 
middle coast, but another round of 
cold air is needed before the Oct.31 
opener to push new ducks to the 
coast. Specklebellies are arriving 
daily on the prairies, and expect 
more to show this weekend on the 
heels of the next cold front. 

On the Net: 
Hunting Regulations: http:// 

www.tpwd .state .tx .us/publications/ 
annual/hunt/ 

Migration Observations: http:// 
www.mdc.mo.gov/hunt/wtrfowl/ 
migration.php 

Submit Your Observations: 
http://www.ducks.org/migration- 
map/ 

Given 
All of the licenses, license pack- 

ages, stamp endorsements, and tags 
listed in this guide, unless otherwise 
noted, may be purchased at approxi- 
mately 1,700 locations statewide 
where licenses are sold. 

Many licenses may be pur- 
chased by phone or through the 
Internet with approved Visa, Dis- 
cover, or MasterCard. Call (800) 
TX LIC 4 U (1-800-895-4248) 
between 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday (closed Saturday, 
Sunday and most holidays), or log 
on to: http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/ 
licenses/online_sales 

Generally, fishing and hunting 
licenses and stamp endorsements 
are valid from the date of sale 
through Aug. 31,2010. Temporary 
hunting and fishing licenses and 
packages, Year-from-Purchase 
fishing licenses and Lake Texoma 
fishing licenses have different ex- 
piration dates. 

A number of "endorsements," 
sometimes called "stamps" are 
available for purchase with fish- 
ing packages (pg. 22) and hunting 
licenses (pg. 25) at the time a li- 
cense is purchased. All fishing and 
all combination packages include 
one or more stamp endorsements. 
Additional stamp endorsements 
are available for purchase anytime 
during the effective date of the 
license/package. Actual stamps 
with pictures on them are no lon- 
ger issued with the hunting and 
fishing licenses; however, a book 
of commemorative stamps (item 
Type 555), which are not valid for 

(Continued on page 5) 

Since 1905 

rJVa.tLon.CLL 
BANK 

"Passionate about YOUR 
financial success." 

♦ Free Checking ♦ Personal Loans for Auto & Recreation 

♦ Commercial, and Agricultural Loans 

♦ Mastercard, Visa and Instant Cash Cards for your 

24-Hour Banking Convenience 

♦ On-Line Internet Banking at www.fnbeaglelake.com 

Member 

FDIC 
♦ Overdraft Privilege available 

979-234-5591 • 100 Commerce • Eagle Lake 
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